
Vermeil (pronounced vehr-MAY), also known as silver gilt, is sterling silver, that has been electroplated with anywhere from 14 to 24 carat gold.  To be considered vermeil, the gold must also be at least 14 carat and be at least 1.5 micrometres thick. Vermeil provides an economical alternative to pure gold of course, but it is also a very practical alternative because it is much harder than pure gold and improves the durability of jewelry. With normal wear and simple care vermeil holds up extremely well.  
            Care of vermeil: Machine polishing is too harsh! Use a mild detergent to hand wash and a soft cloth for drying and gently polishing to keep it shiny and new looking.  Strong perfumes and lotions are not good for vermeil or any other metal or semi precious stone.  Please keep this in mind when you wear your special pieces!  
