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                                                                Vintage Beads

     The term “vintage” is used to cover a broad spectrum of beads, all of which are more

     valuable because they are no longer being produced.  In general, beads that are labeled
     “vintage” today would have been made during the late nineteenth to mid-twentieth century.
     Beads which are older than that would be considered “antique”.
       Vintage beads come from many countries, but the majority of them come from Germany, Japan, Italy and the
       Czech Republic.  They can be metal, plastic or crystal, but most are glass.  Many are handmade, and all are 
       hard to find, thus increasing their value.   Since vintage beads often have a particular style or color associated
       with the fashion of the period,  they can have both an aesthetic and historical value.   I use them to create a 

       “retro” look or to add a unique touch to contemporary design.   Because they are the last of their kind, I feel that

       they give jewelry individuality and make it a subject of  interest to those who appreciate the history of fashion.

